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Discussion Post: Question 1
James Baldwin, in his address on "A Talk To Teachers," talks about issues concerning the black Americans in the united states of America. He tries to bring out the challenges and their origin that have been facing the black population living in the United States, especially in the academic and education systems (https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/baldwin-talk-to-teachers). One of the points he tries to bring to attention is regarding the unequal treatment that the black child has to go through in the education system. There are education opportunities that the black child living in the US cannot access, yet he is recognized as a citizen of that particular country. During that time, most black Americans could not access some schools since they were preserved for the white population. It was a form of discrimination despite the country being independent and every citizen free. James observes that if this will not be addressed, then there is no need for the nation to boast of having its citizens being free to choose and make their own decisions (https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/baldwin-talk-to-teachers). Even in the modern day time, there is still discrimination in the education sector for the nonwhite population in some states in the nation. This explains why in some professionals, the whites still dominate despite efforts to streamline and make education accessible equally to all people despite their skin color as long as they are United States citizens. 
Another point that the author brings out is that of the economic disparity that he was experiencing among the whites and nonwhites. He gives an illustration of where he lived while growing up to be dirty and waste was never collected. The blacks in those neighborhoods have no clean environment, and it is chaotic. No one feels safe even walking just next to their homes, unlike for the whites where waste is collected regularly, and the environment is also clean (https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/baldwin-talk-to-teachers). In addition, he says that such white-identified neighborhoods are well protected to the point that they even have security guards at the gates. This is what is still happening in associated black neighborhoods. They are associated with crimes of every nature, no proper housing, and it is not even safe to go to such a neighborhood. The government agencies are yet to provide social amenities to black neighborhoods as they do to the whites associated neighborhoods. The Baldwin point of view is still very applicable in such scenarios despite many hours that have passed. This shows that there is little progress in the fight against discrimination and racism among Americans, especially towards black Americans. 
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